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530 BOOK REVIEWS 

Dramatic Moments in American Diplomacy. By Ralph W. Page. 
New York: Doubleday, Page & Co., 1918. Pp. xi4-284. 

The book has been written because "public apathy in regard 
to our foreign policy and cheerful indiflFerence shown by the major- 
ity of our people towards the Diplomatic Service has had a baleful 
influence upon our country." The author's purpose is not to 
give a chronological summary of the diplomatic achievements of 
the United States, but rather to present simply and clearly the 
most striking dramatic episodes in our foreign relations since 
Franklin's day. His volume, nevertheless, follows the order of 
time, and treats of the diplomatic history of the United States 
from the days of France's benevolent neutrality and of Benjamin 
Franklin, "the incarnation of sanity and clear sense," down to the 
coup d'etat in Panama under Roosevelt. Not all Mr. Page's 
chapters give an honorable hue to the general coloring of our 
diplomatic relations with our foreign neighbors. Probably the 
most unpleasant event in the series described by the author is 
McKinley's attitude towards the Spanish government over the 
question of Cuba. Something besides politics started the Span- 
ish war, and that something cannot be charged entirely to McKin- 
ley's lack of broad statesmanship. 

The author has written to interest and to please his audience 
and has given his theme as many theatrical turns as possible; but 
the narrative is purposely "told in the language of the man in the 
street rather than in the dignified diction of the historian." That 
Mr. Page has created interest in a little known aspect of American 
history is certain. The book is well worth reading, and might 
justly be added to the Reading Books for the school-room. 



Syllabus Topics in American History for Seventh and Eighth 
Grades. By H. E. Reed. Syracuse: Iroquois Publishing Co., 
1917. Pp. 64. 

This useful publication gives in topical outline the map work 
required in American history for the seventh and eighth grades of 
the New York schools. The Regents Examinations are the norm 
for its divisions. The essential topics are treated, and with the 
aid of the Syllabus the pupil can easily find his way to reference 
books and text-books. The careful use of the maps will prove of 



